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5:00 pm to 8:00 pm • Opening Reception at the
Seward Co-op Creamery Café -  
2601 E Franklin Ave

Presentation by  
Kevin Edberg of CoMinnesota.  
Remarks by  
Jacob Frey, Mayor of Minneapolis  

8:00 am – 8:30 am • Opening Remarks at
the Carlson L-110
Andréa Renaud, Char Vrieze & William Nelson 

8:30 am to 9:00 am • Presentation at the Carlson
L-110

Steve Dubb 

Telling Co-op Stories Tales
from the Field  

continued 

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm •  Registration at
the Seward Co-op Creamery Café

2601 E Franklin Ave,
Minneapolis 

7:00 am to 9:00 am •  Registration at
the Carlson Atrium, Carlson School of
Management – University of Minnesota

321 Nineteenth Avenue South, Suite 4-300 

Interest in co-ops is growing, but co-ops, at least in the United
States, are hardly a household word. Indeed, many US credit
union customers don’t know that they are member-owners of a
financial cooperative. And what people do “know” about co-
ops is often wildly off base, with stereotypes of “white hippy
granola-heads” the predominant image still, even though these
are a small percentage of co-ops.  Yet increasingly co-op
stories are breaking through despite these barriers. In this talk,
Steve Dubb will present on different stories that have broken
through into the press and why.  

7:00 am to 8:00 am •  Breakfast at the Carlson
Atrium, Carlson School of Management –
University of Minnesota

TUESDAY JULY 24 WEDNESDAY JULY 25

WEDNESDAY JULY 25

9:00 am to 9:30 am • Keynote at the Carlson L-
110

Me’Lea Connelly 

The Development of Village Trust
Financial Cooperative and the ways
Black Americans are reclaiming
cooperative roots  

In this conference, Me'Lea Connelly will discuss the
development of Village Trust Financial Cooperative, the ways
Black Americans are reclaiming their cooperative roots and
how the broader cooperative community can and should
celebrate and support.

9:30 am to 9:45 am •  Break

9:45 am to 11:00 am • Breakout Sessions

Andréa Renaud, Jean-François Parent, Christian
Giroux 

Session 1: Shared Machinery and Workforce
Agricultural Cooperatives • Carlson L-110 

With the rising costs to operate and develop new initiatives in
the agricultural sector, many farmers are turning to Shared
Machinery and Workforce Agricultural Cooperatives as an
alternative to the classical business model. Inspired by the
CUMO-CUMA models popularized in France and Quebec
(Canada) among others, this type of cooperative integrates
many advantages, such as job ownership, a shared cost to
own and operate large quantities of highly sophisticated
equipment required by today’s agricultural  standards, and a
firm governance structure. In this panel, we will...cont. 
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Jason Rodney and Margaux Buehl

Session 2 : Community Engagement in Cooperative
Economy  • Carlson L-118 

In this workshop, members of the Cooperative Youth Council will
present a free, replicable co-op curriculum, developed for youth,
by youth. This curriculum was created to fill some existing gaps in
the movement - learning styles, explicit political framework,
accessible formats, etc. It is a comprehensive co-op curriculum
that is accessible to youth outside the co-op movement and
demonstrates how co-ops can be relevant to their lives and
wellbeing. Participants will experience a sample of participatory
and physically engaging activities from the curriculum.
Participants will also leave understanding the curriculum outline,
and how it might be used. 

Rod Kelsay

Session 3 : Cooperatives and the Next generation of
Leaders • Carlson L-126 

We are concluding the reign of the third
generation of Agricultural Leaders who
were the founding fathers of our
cooperatives.  In this workshop, Rod
Kelsay asks: what information about
cooperatives is most important to engage
this generation in co-op leadership?   

11:00 am to 12:15 pm • Breakout Sessions

Bob Cohen, Ivory Harlow and Hannah Scott,
Roberta Severson

Session 1: Cooperatives and Technology • Carlson  
L-110 

In this workshop, panelists will explore how cooperatives have
been impacted by technology. They will examine how people in
the crypto community are exploring the cooperative model of
governance and foster innovation through use of blockchain
technology, analyze the advancement of the Internet, explore the
feasibility of a rural broadband cooperative and, finally, explain
how to use digital material to educate, empower, and engage
cooperative stakeholders.

explore the latest developments in this emerging and exciting
cooperative model and how it fits into today’s cooperative
landscape. 

12:15 pm to 1:00 pm •  Lunch at Carlson Atrium,
Carlson School of Management – University of
Minnesota

Session 2: New Generation Co-ops • Carlson L-118 
Pascal Billard and Eveline Lemieux

This workshop will provide participants with an opportunity to
learn more about next-generation agricultural co-operatives,
compare them with the traditional co-operative model, and
discover success stories of different sizes. It will also allow
participants to propose and study new possibilities for setting up
these cooperatives. 

Session 3: Cooperative and Innovation • Carlson L-126 
Sarah Pike and Emile Nadeau

This panel focuses on cooperatives and innovation. Speakers will
discuss the education and technical assistance components for
the WomenVenture’s Childcare Worker-Owned Cooperative
program, as well as the co-ops involvement in renewable energy
and climate change mitigation. 
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4:00 pm to 5:00 pm • Panel at Carlson L-110

Christina Clamp, Carol Coren, Eklou Amendah
Health Co-ops  

This panel will provide an overview of the use of cooperatives
and a case specific discussion of two cooperatives in the US
health sector. Cooperatives play a significant role in the health
care sector.  They are employed as a means of controlling
costs through collaboration between hospitals or consumers, in
rural areas for shared staffing and mobile diagnostic equipment
and as a way for doctors to opt out of the trend towards
hospital based employment and large medical groups. They
also provide better quality and better compensated work for
home health workers. 

John Flory, Jaime Villalaz, Rodrigo Cala and
Aaron Blyth

Organizing Agricultural Cooperatives with
Immigrant Farmers  

1:00 pm to 2:00 pm • Panel at the Carlson L-110

In this workshop, attendees will learn how
to sponsor and create teams of 75 middle
and high school students and their
individual 23 adult supporters. This
framework will showcase a cooperative
effort by the students to develop and
implement a game-based mobile
fundraising application. 

Tom Bigg

Session 2: Future Youth Nation Workshop  • Carlson 
L-118 

2:00 pm to 3:15 pm • Breakout Sessions

Esther West and Charity Schmidt, Patricia
Cumbie and LaDonna Redmond

Session 1: Cooperatives and Diversity • Carlson L-110 

Gain lessons and insights from the experiences of our panelists
as they explore the process of working together as a multi-racial
team. Examine how national research can highlight impactful
elements of cooperative ecosystems and be applied to improve
local the context and study the Madison Cooperative
Development Coalition- to form worker cooperatives that address
income inequality and racial disparities by creating living-wage
and union jobs. 

Session 3: Cooperative Governance Best Practices
• Carlson L-126 
Michel Lafleur, Sofia Burtak, Daniel Côté

3:15 pm to 3:30 pm •  Break

3:30 pm to 4:00 pm • Presentation  at Carlson L-
110

William Nelson

Legacy Building for the Future of
Cooperative Education:  
The Ralph K. Morris Foundation  

# A C E I n s t i t u t e

What are the ways to success for co-ops? To answer this
question, panelists will explore the organizational learning issues
in cooperatives and the practices that foster knowledge transfer
as well as the new management paradigm co-ops should adopt
in order to avoid identity crisis.  

5

Ralph K. Morris was an innovative  
cooperative attorney who was recognized by colleagues and
friends who benefited from his leadership through the creation
of a foundation in his name over 10 years ago. Subsequent
leaders such as Rod Nilsestuen and Elroy Webster have been
memorialized though the Foundation. Programs have included
over 1,000 scholarships individually directed to professional
development in cooperative education, as well as leadership
symposia, sponsorships, and collaboration with other
cooperative education organizations.   Eligible recipients
include emerging leaders interested in cooperative education
from the USA and Canada.   

continued 



10:00 am to 3:00 pm • Tours 
* Lunch will be served on tour 
* Tours will return at 3:00 pm

3:30 pm to 4:45 pm • Activity at the Carlson
Atrium, Carlson School of Management –
University of Minnesota

Co-creation Activity: Co-op Support Group.
Facilitated by Jean-François Parent and Julien
Geremie. 

9:30 am to 10:00 am •  Presentation on Tour
options at the Carlson L-110
Our annual ACE tours will explore Minneapolis' co-op sector and
what it has to offer! Both an Urban and Rural themed tours will be
offered, participants are to select one of the options.   To know
more check pages 19 & 20 of this guide. 

# A C E I n s t i t u t e

THURSDAY JULY 26THURSDAY JULY 26

THURSDAY JULY 26
7:00 am to 8:00 am • Breakfast at  the Carlson
Atrium, Carlson School of Management –
University of Minnesota

8:30 am to 9:30 am • ACE Annual General Meeting
at the Carlson L-110

8:00 am to 8:30 am • Presentation at Carlson L-
110
Agricultural Health Care
Cooperatives: A Solution for Farmers? 

Char Vrieze  
For years, farmers across the United States
have been struggling with not only the cost of
health insurance but access to health  
insurance. Particularly with the price of commodities and the cost
of inputs, many producers are having to make increasingly difficult
decisions, including forgoing their health coverage to cut costs,
thereby putting their health and livelihood at risk. Learn how newly
created agricultural health care cooperatives are taking the lead to
curb and change this reality.  

6

5:00 pm to 6:30 pm •  Break

6:30 pm  to  9:00 pm •  Banquet at the Courtyard,
Downtown Minneapolis Hotel - 1500 S
Washington Ave

Join us along with our 2018 ACE Award recipients. Local artist
Luke Pickman will perform. A buffet will be prepared by the
Courtyard Downtown Minneapolis Hotel staff.  

Charlene Vrieze, Roberta Severson, Michaela
Fisher and representatives of the Ralph K. Morris

WEDNESDAY JULY 25

4:45 pm to 5:15 pm • Keynote at the Carlson L-
110

Michael Boland  

Cooperatives in the
European Union  

4:45 pm to 5:15 pm • Closing Remarks at the
Carlson L-110

Farmer-owned brands are owned by
cooperatives around the world. Recent
disputes in trade have brought increased  
interest to how such brands operate and how they can be used.
EO countries have a different perspective on use of these
brands which are linked with geography and have extended the
appellation concept in wine to meats, cheeses, and other foods
produced in the EU. In the USA, trademark law is different. This
presentation will give a broad overview of this topic which is of
importance to cooperatives. 

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR IN

MONTREAL! 

MAY 27-30 2019



The William J. Nelson Contribution to
ACE Award aims to recognize an
individual or an organization that adds
significant value to ACE, through
commitment, promotion or direct
contribution to the Annual Institute. This
recognition is given annually by our
organization, one of the most
prestigious co-op education associations
in North America.  

The John Logue ACE Award aims to
recognize a person or organization acting
as a catalyst for change and who works
for innovative co-ops that foster a
democratic work environment and the
economic viability of people and
communities. This recognition is given
annually by our organization, one of the
most prestigious co-op education
associations in North America.  

The John Logue ACE Award aims to
recognize a person or organization
acting as a catalyst for change and who
works for innovative co-ops that foster a
democratic work environment and the
economic viability of people and
communities. This recognition is given
annually by our organization, one of the
most prestigious co-op education
associations in North America.  

The William Hlushko ACE Award aims to
recognize a young person who has
contributed to the cause and the
development of cooperatives and mutual
enterprises. This recognition is given
annually by our organization, one of the
most prestigious co-op education
associations in North America.  

CHARLENE VRIEZE  

William J. Nelson 

Contribution 

to ACE Award 

ROBERTA SEVERSON  

RALPH K. MORRIS FOUNDATION  MICHAELA FISHER  

John Logue 

ACE Award 

John Logue 

ACE Award 
William Hlushko 

ACE Award

Congratulations to our 2018 ACE Awards Recipients 
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Thank you  
to our 2018 ACE  

Institute Sponsors
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Thank you to our
2018 ACE Institute
Organizing Team
Vicky Chaput 
Louie Doering 
Julien Geremie 
Jessica Gordon Nembhard 
Caroline Joly 
Danielle Mkali 
William Nelson 
Nadine Olivier 
Jean-François Parent 
Andréa Renaud 
Cathy Statz 
Charlene Vrieze 

Thank you to the Seward Co-op 

Creamery Café for catering this event.
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Wednesday, July 25  
 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Join us at the Courtyard Downtown Minneapolis
Hotel for the annual ACE Banquet Dinner, along

with our 2018 ACE Award recipients, Charlene
Vrieze, Roberta Severson, Michaela Fisher and

representatives of the Ralph K. Morris Foundation.
Local artist and "one man orchestra", Luke

Pickman will perform. A buffet will be prepared by
the Courtyard Downtown Minneapolis Hotel staff.
The evening will be an excellent way to socialize

and network with fellow ACE Institute participants. 
 

* Banquet is included in ACE Institute Full
Registration or Banquet Dinner Only Registration. 



EKLOU R. AMENDAH, PHD. 

Dr. Eklou Romaric Amendah is an associate professor of marketing at
Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU). He joined SNHU about
ten years ago after completing his doctorate in consumer sciences
and retailing from Purdue University (West-Lafayette, Indiana) and a
Master degree in Consumer Affairs from Auburn University (Auburn,
Alabama). Eklou Amendah is a passionate researcher. He conducts
quantitative and qualitative research about consumer attitude toward
various products including electronic, apparel and healthcare services.  
For the past four years he has been conducting research on new
cooperative models. He has developed with other colleagues a study
of the shared services cooperative model. This model is currently being
tested in various cooperative areas. 

TOM BIGG

Tom “Coach” Bigg is the Cookie Jar Economist representing Future
Youth Nation. He has served as Vice-President of Sales & Marketing in
both the travel and healthcare industries. He founded Public Health
Matters as a community resource for local patients seeking quality
healthcare providers. Retiring early from the business world to become
an involved father of two and youth sports “coach” to local middle and
high school students. His passion for economic change in the local
community comes from his extensive knowledge of central bank
financing mechanisms. He realizes our economic future belongs in the
hands of an educated consumer. Thus building a cooperative youth
enterprise that promotes education as the cornerstone for change and
civic responsibility.   

PASCAL BILLARD

Pascal Billard has a bachelor's degree in agronomic sciences, specializing in
business management in France. After graduating from university in
France, Pascal worked on three continents (Africa, North America and
Europe), and participated in design and management of numerous
agricultural and agri-food projects. Pascal is involved in the cooperative
movement, he facilitated the creation of many cooperatives, mainly in the
agricultural and agri-food sector and is currently President of CoopZone, a
Canadian network of cooperative developers. He is the co-founder and
General Manager of SOL-AIR Consultants, a company that helps decision-
makers involved in the development of agriculture, agri-food, tourism, and
environment to carry out feasibility and market studies, as well as business
plans.

ACE Institute 2018 Speakers
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MICHAEL BOLAND

Michael Boland (Mike) holds the Koller endowed Professorship in
agribusiness management and information technology at the University
of Minnesota.  He teaches classes in cooperatives (in the law school and
agricultural school), farm management, and an MBA course in
agribusiness management in the Carson School of Management. The
Koller Professorship was funded by agricultural cooperatives (CHS, Land
O’Lakes, CoBank, and Country Financial) and Koller friends, family, and
colleagues. Mike teaches educational modules on finance, governance,
and strategic thinking in boards of director leadership programs for
cooperatives. These programs are taught to more than 1000 cooperative
senior employees and directors annually. In addition, he has worked
with cooperatives and agribusinesses in more than 100 countries.
Recent research by his graduate students includes occupational health
and safety among cooperatives and understanding benefit issues in
defined benefit and defended contribution programs in ag co-op
mergers. He is a member of Harvard’s Private and Public, Scientific,
Academic, and Consumer Food Policy Group. Mike’s Ph.D. in agricultural
economics is from Purdue University where he worked on programs in
the Center for Food and Agricultural Business. He is the oldest of 12
children and was reared in Minnesota where he worked in local and
regional ag cooperatives.   



MARGAUX BUEHL

Margaux Buehl participated in the Cooperative Empowerment Course at
Wesleyan, sparking a passion for solidarity economies and desire to be
involved in incorporating feedback and revisions to the curriculum. She
currently works at a Wellness Center within public high schools in the
Bay Area, CA that offer free and confidential counseling, sexual health
services,  and education on stress, anxiety, and mindfulness, as well as
healthy relationships, drugs and alcohol, consent, and sexual health. 

SOFIA BURTAK 

Sofia Burtak is the agricultural advisory service training & gender
programs manager. She is a Trainer  for the Ukraine dairy business
development project since 2009, and the agricultural advisory service
gender and cooperative training specialist for the “Ukraine Grain
Storage and Marketing Cooperatives Project" since June 2013. She did
her PHD in political science on “Ethical Dimension of Politic as
Communicative Process” at Ivan Franko L`viv National University
(department of Philosophy). 

CHRISTINA A. CLAMP, PH.D.

Christina Clamp (Chris) has 36 years of teaching experience at Southern
New Hampshire University (SNHU), where she is a professor of sociology
with the School of Arts and Sciences and is the director of the Center
Co-operatives and Community Economic Development. Her research
activities include extensive research on the Mondragon Cooperatives,
shared services cooperatives in the USA; the integration of cooperatives
in higher education curriculum; and entrepreneurship in the
development of worker cooperatives.  

Dr. Clamp is a member of the Association of Cooperative Educators,
American Sociological Association and the American Association of
University Women. She is on the board of directors of the ICA Group
(Boston MA,), the Food Cooperative Initiative (MN) and the Local
Enterprise Assistance Fund (Boston, MA) and the International
Cooperative Alliance Research Committee’s executive committee (USA
delegate).   

BOB COHEN

Bob Cohen has been talking to people about cooperatives since the 1990’s.
He spent 25 years teaching a college-level course on Cooperatives for the
Ohio State University and has conducted workshops for employees of
cooperatives on behalf of several state and regional councils of
cooperatives, most notably the Mid America Cooperative Council. 
He is an Associate Board member of Directions Credit Union and lives in a
housing cooperative in Mansfield, Ohio. Since 2014 he has been a business
advisor at Braintree Business Development Center, a nonprofit
entrepreneurship and business incubation center in Mansfield. Since 2017
he has been a faculty member of the Dauch College of Business and
Economics at Ashland University. 

ACE Institute 2018 Speakers
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DANIEL COTÉ

Business strategy professor at HEC Montreal (1978-2014), Daniel Coté has
conducted research on various issues related to cooperative management
throughout his career. Having retired recently, he remains fully engaged in
teaching on co-op management (St-Mary’s Master Program), research and
governance (chair of the board of Coop HEC). 

ME'LEA CONNELLY

Me'Lea is the Director of the Association for Black Economic Power (ABEP)
whose mission is to 'Transform local communities by equipping Black
people with powerful economic tools and resources'. Me'Lea is the founder
of Blexit, a grassroots economic resistance organization.  Me'Lea is leading
the effort to establish ‘Village Trust Financial Cooperative’ a Black-led credit
union on the northside of Minneapolis’. She is a graduate student at St.
Mary's University earning an MBA in cooperative and credit union
management and was recently named a 2018 Bush Fellow. Me'Lea is a
mother of three, a proud Minneapolis resident, a singer-songwriter and an
activist in the movement for Black Lives. 

CAROL COREN

Carol Coren is a business development specialist with expertise in asset
development, management consulting, marketing, and the food
industry. She has started two US Treasury certified Community
Development Financial Institutions and conducted regional branding
campaigns for arts and cultural organizations and women's social
services. She worked for six years with Rutgers University's Food
Innovation Center where, as a Cooperative Development Specialist and
Business Association Mentor, she assisted entrepreneurs, community
groups and rural service organizations on an array of projects. Among
these are farm based food production and distribution ventures, coastal
windmill farms, solar energy enterprises, waste recycling, a municipal
Public Market, transportation services, and a cohort of community
sponsored Farmers Markets. Prior to that, she served as Director of
Community Programs for the Oregon Food Innovation Center where she
helped advance food ventures as well as high tech initiatives in areas
such as RFID tagging and food safety assurance programs. 

PATRICIA CUMBIE  

Patricia Cumbie is a co-op education, marketing planning and
storytelling consultant with CDS Consulting Co-op.  She is also the co-
author of several educational handbooks for co-ops including the
Brand Readiness Kit, Growing with Purpose, and most recently
Everyone Welcome?  Narratives About Race and Food Co-ops. Her
writing ability combined with her insights into the food co-op sector
make her a powerful supporter for cooperatives seeking to improve,
structure, and strengthen their communication programs. She said
about her work, “I believe that we all have the opportunity to
strengthen co-op education and outreach, and enhance the
understanding of cooperation in more communities.” 
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JACOB FREY
Jacob Frey is the 48th Mayor of Minneapolis, a former Minneapolis City
Council Member, a civil rights attorney, an advocate for social justice, and a
proud resident of the greatest city in America. 

After graduating with a degree in government, he began running
professionally while also attending law school at Villanova University in
Philadelphia, PA. While in law school, he came to Minneapolis to run the
Twin Cities Marathon. 

Under his leadership, the 3rd Ward has accounted for more than 65 percent
of all growth in Minneapolis, affordable housing is funded at record levels,
we have a new community-based school that is winning awards, we've seen
record numbers of small business openings, and we've implemented
substantial green space improvements that add value to public spaces.

ACE Institute 2018 Speakers
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STEVE DUBB

Steve Dubb is a senior editor at NPQ. Steve has worked with
cooperatives and nonprofits for over two decades, including twelve
years at The Democracy Collaborative and three years as executive
director of NASCO (North American Students of Cooperation). In his
work, Steve has authored, co-authored and edited numerous reports;
participated in and facilitated learning cohorts; designed community
building strategies; and helped build the field of community wealth
building. Steve is the lead author of Building Wealth: The Asset-Based
Approach to Solving Social and Economic Problems (Aspen 2005) and
coauthor (with Rita Hodges) of The Road Half Traveled: University
Engagement at a Crossroads, published by MSU Press in 2012. In 2016,
Steve curated and authored Conversations on Community Wealth
Building, a collection of interviews of community builders that Steve had
conducted over the previous decade. 

KEVIN EDBERG

Kevin Edberg is the Executive Director of Cooperative Development
Services, a nonprofit organization providing organizational and business
development support to new and existing co-ops in the Upper Midwest. 
Over the past 17 years, his work has included a focus on creating regional
and national systems of development, with particular attention to issues
of revenue diversification including federal, state and foundation grants,
fee for service, and tax-advantaged philanthropic gifts.  

Kevin believes passionately in the ability of people to address important
personal and community issues through cooperative action. He has
provided leadership to a number of boards in the non-profit, cooperative
and public sectors, including CooperationWorks; the MSC Fund of the
Cooperative Development Foundation; Food Alliance; and 28 years of
elected service on the school board and city council in his home town of
White Bear Lake, Minnesota. 

MICHAELA FISHER

Michaela is a recent graduate of Wesleyan University and a 2017-2018
Thomas J. Watson Fellow studying worker cooperatives and the greater
solidarity economy abroad. Over the course of a year, she traveled to
Spain, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, South Korea, Japan, and Canada to
explore their cooperative economies. She holds a blog that chronicles
her research findings through writing, photo, video, and sound.  
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CHRISTIAN GIROUX

Christian Giroux is an agronomist and bachelor in agricultural economics
at Laval University. He is an Advisor in economics, management &
agricultural succession at the Regional Direction of Estrie of the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food of Quebec (MAPAQ) since 2010. He
taught agricultural management at Alfred Campus of the University of
Guelph from 2006 to 2009 and acted as Deputy Director at a distributor
of fresh mushrooms from 2000 to 2005. 
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IVORY HARLOW 

Ivory Harlow is a Program Specialist for The Ohio State University
College of Food, Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (CFAES)
Center for Cooperatives. She supports cooperative development
through education about the co-op model, business planning and
strategy. She is a member of the OSU Direct Marketing Team and the
OSU Fruit and Vegetable Safety Team.  

She is a regular contributor of cooperative content to Farm & Dairy
Newspaper, on topics such as co-op marketing, business and financial
planning and working together to achieve common goals. 

JULIEN GEREMIE

Julien Geremie is Deputy Director General of the Conseil de la
coopération de l'Ontario in Toronto. He is responsible for the support of
dozens of cooperatives and social enterprises across Ontario including in
the areas of agriculture, rural development, health, business succession
and more. Julien works with hundreds of partner organizations and also
has an excellent knowledge of the economic, community, cultural and
social environment of Ontario. He is also manager of the Association of
Cooperative Educators, co-chairman of the Roundtable on Ontario's
Social Economy, member of the Ontario Labor Committee on measuring
social impact and community benefits and many others. Julien was also
head of a Canadian delegation at the G7 Summit in 2016 in Japan. He
received in 2018 the Emerging Co-operator Award from Cooperatives and
Mutuals Canada. He holds a Masters in Political Science from the
University of Montreal.  

ROB KELSAY

Rod Kelsay is the Executive Director of the Mid America Cooperative
Council.  The council is an association of over 103 cooperatives that
covers the states of Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan and Ohio.  The
council’s principle focus is cooperative education, and has had 9,301
attendees to their 350 events since 2004.  The council has a very diverse
group of members covering credit unions, agricultural, finance, food
marketing, genetics, hospital laundry, housing, Library, and rural electric
cooperatives.  Rod holds a masters (MS) degree from the University of
Illinois and a BS degree from Purdue University.  Rod has managed
strategic planning and business analysis projects with cooperatives for
over 25 years.  Rod is the past Chairman of the Board for the Association
of Cooperative Educators an international association of cooperative
educators, and past president of the National Association of State
Cooperative Council Executives.  In 2000 Rod received the ‘Sagamore of
the Wabash’ from Governor Frank O’Bannon.  



MICHEL LAFLEUR

Michel Lafleur is a professor at the École de gestion at the University of
Sherbrooke, Management and Human Resources department. He is the
Canadian specialist in with “Ukraine Grain Storage and Marketing
Cooperatives Project" since July 2012. He is also involved with the
cooperative movement in Quebec, in funeral cooperatives and with
Desjardins caisse populaire.

EVELINE LEMIEUX

Eveline Lemieux has a Master's Degree in environmental sciences from
the University of Quebec in Montreal. She has worked as a research
supervisor, management director, and consultant throughout Quebec
and Ontario for government and private enterprises in food, agriculture
and environment sectors. Eveline has participated in various research
projects aimed at improving the environmental performance of
agricultural production and processing companies. She has carried out
numerous environmental assessments, including environmental
diagnostics and monitoring. Eveline Lemieux is president of SOL-AIR
Consultants, a company that designs and manages agribusiness and
environmental projects. 

ACE Institute 2018 Speakers

EMILE NADEAU

E.G. Nadeau has an undergraduate degree in sociology from Harvard
University and a Ph.D. in sociology from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. He has been researching, developing, teaching, and writing
about cooperatives and community development for over 45 years,
beginning with his work as a Peace Corps volunteer in Senegal in 1970. 

He was the founding director of Cooperative Development Services in
1985, a pioneering co-op business planning organization in the United
States. Over a period of 30 years, from 1985 to the present, Nadeau has
been doing domestic and international co-op consulting work.  He has
carried out over 25 international cooperative development projects since
2000. 

In September 2016, Nadeau and his son Luc published The Cooperative
Society: The Next Stage in Human History. They are currently preparing
a revised edition to be published in September 2018. 
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WILLIAM NELSON

William J. Nelson is an independent consultant who works with
educational organizations, membership associations, cooperatives, and
non-profits. William is a founding member of the Ralph K. Morris
Foundation, and currently serves as its Board Chair. He is a Trustee of the
NCFC Education Foundation, a Director of the Farm Foundation, a member
of the Farm Foundation Roundtable, and a Member of the MN Department
of Agriculture’s Good Food Access Program Advisory Committee. He also
serves as the Co-Chair of the Southern Federation of Cooperatives/Land
Assistance Fund’s Co-op Roundtable; the Advisory Committee for Ogallala
Commons, and the Planning Committee for the Latinos in Ag 2018
Conference.  He was a founding member of ASHCA, the Ag Safety and
Health Council of America, served as its first Chair of the Board, and
continues to serve on its Board of Directors.  

William is a long-time member of ACE and CASC. 
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JEAN-FRANÇOIS PARENT

Jean-François is currently a Developement Officer for the Conseil de la
coopération de l'Ontario (CCO) at their Ottawa office in Canada,
representing Eastern Ontario. In 2014, he completed a Master's degree
in Geography from the University of Ottawa. Specializing himself in the
study of the Francophone minority communities, his thesis focused on
the adaptation and intergration processees of Francophone migrants to
new urban environments. He worked as a researcher for the Vanier
Museopark in Ottawa from 2013 to 2015, before moving on to the
cooperative and social economy sector. Highly engaged with a number
of community organizations, cooperatives, social innovation hubs and
social enterprises in Eastern, Central and South-Western Ontario, his
primary focus is the economic growth and development of the Franco-
Ontarian community, especially in rural settings. In recent years, he was
particularly intrigued by the Shared Machinery and Workforce
Agricultural Cooperatives models. Since then, Jean-François has helped
a number of businesses to grow, develop their capacities and to achieve
their full potential.  

SARAH PIKE
Sarah Pike is the Women’s Business Center Director at WomenVenture
where she oversees the training, lending, consulting and volunteer
management.  Sarah has 20 years experience working within economic
and business development, which includes owning her own business.
Prior to joining WomenVenture, she spent eight years working
predominantly with co-operatives, as the Executive Administrator of the
Association of Cooperative Educators; and as Director of Communications
and Partnerships for CEDC, a technical assistance provider for
cooperatively-owned enterprises.    

LADONNA REDMOND 

For the past 15 years, Ms. Redmond has been known as a food justice
activist who was inspired to fight for a fairer food system after facing
limited access to healthy, organic food in her Chicago community. 

LaDonna is co- founder of the Chicago Food Systems Collaborative, a
university and community partnership that explored the issues of food
access and public health in African American communities. 

After these initial efforts, Redmond's food activism, has grown to
address more than just how access to food affects her son - she also
raises awareness of how it affects the health of a community by
contributing to a wide variety of threats, from gang violence to non- ‐
communicable diseases such as obesity, diabetes, and heart disease. 

To support the expansions of the food justice stories, LaDonna curates
a theatrical performance called SOUL food Monologues. 17

ANDRÉA RENAUD

Andrea Renaud is a co-operative affairs advisor at La Coop fédérée. She
trains employees and members about co-operation and support them
in organizing events in order to encourage a better representation of
women on boards of directors. She also support the Co-operative use of
farm equipment. She has 11 years of experience in the management
and governance of co-operative enterprises. She is known for her
communication skills and her dynamism. She has been employed by
the Canadian Council of Co-operation and Mutuality, Desjardins Group
and SOCDEVI.  A graduate in psychoeducation from University of Trois-
Rivières, she also holds a master’s degree in co-operative management
from University of Sherbrooke.



JASON RODNEY

Jason Rodney is a member of the USA Cooperative Youth Council, and
served as co-director of Aynah and USACYC for 2 years. He is a youth-
worker, an organizer, and facilitator of popular education. He currently
works for Climate Generation, organizing high schoolers in the climate
justice movement. 

HANNAH SCOTT

Hannah Scott serves as the Program Manager for The Ohio State
University College of Food, Agricultural and Environmental Sciences
(CFAES) Center for Cooperatives where she provides education and
technical assistance to cooperative businesses in Ohio and West Virginia. 
Hannah facilitates the Ohio and West Virginia Food Hub Network, a peer-
exchange learning network for local food businesses and technical
assistance providers. She is part of the OSU Extension- Pike County Local
Foods Group, the Ohio Food Policy Network, and the OSU CFAES Health
Food Systems, Healthy People Working Group. 
She is passionate about supporting the creation and dissemination of
knowledge centered around the cooperative business model. 
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CHARITY SCHMITT

Charity Schmidt is a cooperative development specialist at the
University of Wisconsin Center for Cooperatives, providing technical
assistance to start-up cooperatives and facilitating outreach efforts to
cooperators and community-based organizations. She coordinates the
work of the Madison Cooperative Development Coalition (MCDC), the
City of Madison’s funded initiative to form worker cooperatives that
address income inequality and racial disparities by creating living-
wage and union jobs. She has published work ranging in topics from
diversity in and access to service learning, sociology in action beyond
the university, and the crisis facing bee colonies.  

She has masters degrees in Latin American, Caribbean, and Iberian
Studies, and Sociology from University of Wisconsin-Madison. She has
taught classes on social theory, sociology of race and ethnicity, and
American contemporary society at Madison College and UW-Madison.
She also works as an Organizer with the South Central Federation of
Labor, AFL-CIO and serves on the Board of Worker Justice Wisconsin. 
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ROBERTA M. SEVERSON

Roberta Severson serves as Director of the Cornell University
Cooperative Enterprise Program. Research efforts have focused on
developing case studies of fruit and vegetable cooperatives to identify
best practices useful to persons developing food hubs to aggregate,
market, and distribute locally-sourced foods from small and mid-sized
farms. She serves as the Executive Secretary of Northeast Cooperative
Council and develops programs to strengthen leadership skills of board
members, management, early-career employees and future leaders of
agricultural cooperatives conducting business in the Northeastern
United States. Currently she serves as the President of the National
Conference of State Cooperative Councils and is a board member of the
NYS Association of County Agricultural Agents. Prior to her present
responsibilities she was an Agribusiness Economic Development
Specialist and Agriculture and 4-H Program Leader at Cornell University
Cooperative Extension in Seneca and Onondaga Counties, respectively.
She holds a Bachelors of Science and Masters in Professional Studies
from Cornell University. 
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CHAR VRIEZE

Char Vrieze serves as the Executive Director of 40 Square Cooperative
Solutions, a new independent agricultural health care cooperative for
Minnesota's agricultural community. 

She officially joined 40 Square in August 2017 to coordinate the details
necessary to make bring the initiative to market but was initially hired by
Cooperative Network, the statewide trade association of cooperatives,
over eight years ago to lead the 40 Square project. 

Char also serves as the Executive Director of the Minnesota Cooperative
Education Foundation, a nonprofit organization which provides education
about co-ops and scholarships for students seeking careers in
cooperatives. 

Her expertise includes agricultural, higher education and health care
issues. 

ESTHER WEST

Esther West, a Cooperative Development Specialist at the University of
Wisconsin Center for Cooperatives, brings a national background to her
passion for co-operatives and social justice-oriented community
development.  Her current work at the Center for Cooperatives includes
ecosystem research, analytical mapping, and cooperative development
support.  

This Mexican-American’s co-operative experience includes five years of
worker-ownership at Equal Exchange in Boston, facilitating workshops
with Green Worker Co-ops, co-facilitating the Eastern Conference for
Workplace Democracy’s Eastern Coordinating Committee, collaborating
with Community Blend in her hometown of Cincinnati, co-authoring an
academic paper on innovative co-op development in legacy cities, and
more. 
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10:00 am: Departure from Carlson School of Management 
10:10 am: Arrival at Riverton Community Housing 
11:00 am: Departure from Riverton Community Housing 
11:20 am: Arrival at Shared Ground Farmer’s Cooperative 
12:10 pm: Departure from Shared Ground Farmer’s Cooperative 
12:45 pm: Arrival at Northern Vineyards Winery  
*Lunch will be served to half participants at 1:00 pm and to the other
half at 1:30 pm. 
2:15 pm: Departure from Northern Vineyards Winery 
2:50 pm: Arrival at Carlson School of Management 

In a time when expensive 'luxury' apartments seem to be popping up
on every corner, Riverton Community Housing has a very important
mission: to develop and maintain quality student-oriented housing
communities operating on a nonprofit, democratic basis. At Riverton
Community Housing, residents are all equal parts of the whole,
allowing communities to take the shape their members envision.
Residents are given the opportunity to join the Board of Directors,
which is the governing body of the community. 

Itinerary - Thursday, July 26

About the Riverton Community Housing

Shared Ground Co-op represents a diverse group of producers united around a common set of
goals. Shared Ground farmers live in both urban and rural communities and come from a variety of
cultural and ethnic backgrounds. A core objective is a strong commitment to making
environmentally sustainable farming a living wage job for any who chose to pursue it, especially for
minority, immigrant, and beginning farmers. Shared Ground views its marketing and access to
local food markets as an instrument of social justice, and a way for farmers with limited resources
to gain more stable income and build their leadership skills through participation in a member-
owned and member-governed enterprise. 

Northern Vineyards Winery is owned by the member-growers of the Minnesota Winegrowers
Cooperative. It is the first modern wine cooperative in the United States. Each member of the
Minnesota Winegrowers Cooperative maintains a vineyard between 1-15 acres. The wine coop
members produce grapes that are brought to the winery in the fall to be transformed into
wonderful wines.  

About the Shared Group Farmers

About Northern Vineyard Winery

2018 ACE Institute
Co-op Tours 
Rural Tour
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10:00 am: Departure from Carlson School of Management 
10:10 am: Arrival at Shared Capital Cooperative 
10:55 am: Departure from Shared Capital Cooperative 
11:15 am: Arrival at 7500 York co-op  
*Lunch will be served to participants from 12:00 pm to 12:45 pm. 
12 :45 pm: Departure from 7500 York Co-op 
1:15 pm: Arrival at Hopewell Music Cooperative  
2:15 pm: Departure from Hopewell Music Cooperative 
2:40 pm: Arrival at Carlson School of Management 

2018 ACE Institute
Co-op Tours 
Urban Tour

Shared Capital Cooperative is a national loan fund and federally certified
Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) that provides
financing to cooperative businesses and housing throughout the United
States. Shared Capital’s mission is to foster economic democracy by
investing in cooperative enterprises, with a focus on providing financing
to co-ops to create wealth in low-income and economically
disadvantaged communities. Shared Capital is a cooperative association,
democratically owned and governed by its members, with more than
225 cooperatives in 35 states.   

About Shared Capital Cooperative

7500 York Cooperative is a limited equity cooperative built for seniors in a community that offers extensive
amenities in a participatory environment which enriches lives of members. The Mission of 7500 York
Cooperative is to provide a safe, healthy, and pleasant home for its members to enjoy an active,
independent lifestyle in a senior cooperative environment. 7500 York Cooperative is governed by a nine-
person Board of Directors who are all members and resident owners. The Board of Directors, which is
elected by the membership of the Cooperative, has established 12 standing committees of residents who
guide the Board in its policy making function. Opportunities for involvement and participation in the
community of 7500 York are many and varied. 

Hopewell was created to inspire North Minneapolis students to grow, discover and express themselves
through music. Hopewell’s mission is to help students achieve their full potential in music through high-
quality music instruction and a community that is lasting and engaged. Hopewell believe in: providing
access to music education because financial circumstances should not prevent a child from studying
music; teaching discipline, promoting goal-setting, and improving our students’ life skills; creating
comprehensive, rigorous, high-quality music instruction by dedicated professionals; developing students’
commitment to community service; adding beauty and hope to students’ lives through music. 

About 7500 York Cooperative

About Hopewell

Itinerary - Thursday, July 26 
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Map of the Carlson School of Management
University of Minnesota 

A d d r e s s e s  
C a r l s o n  S c h o o l  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  –  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a  
3 2 1  1 9 t h  A v e  S ,  S u i t e  4 - 3 0 0 ,  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M N  5 5 4 5 5 ,  U S A  
   

S e w a r d  C o - o p  C r e a m e r y  C a f é  
2 6 0 1  E  F r a n k l i n  A v e ,  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M N  5 5 4 0 6 ,  U S A  

C o u r t y a r d  b y  M a r r i o t t  M i n n e a p o l i s  D o w n t o w n  
1 5 0 0  S  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e ,  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M N  5 5 4 5 4 ,  U S A  
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A C E  I n s t i t u t e  2 0 1 8
J u l y  2 4 - 2 6  2 0 1 8

M i n n e a p o l i s

# A C E I n s t i t u t e


